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November 16, 2021 

 

Dear Western Parents & Community Members,  

 

Over the past few weeks, we have seen an increase in the number of 

positive cases of COVID-19 within our student and staff populations. 

The good news is we are seeing those positive individuals returning to 

school after the required minimum 10 days of isolation. The bad news 

is the growing number of positive cases, and those quarantined due to 

close contact, has created a challenge for us to maintain 75% 

attendance. We are hopeful that the improved attendance today is a 

sign of things to come.  

 

We have received several questions about going virtual for a short 

period of time in order to get staff and students back to school. 

Unfortunately, virtual learning the way we did it last year is not 

permissible this year by state requirements. The virtual rules have 

reverted back to what they were prior to COVID-19, which are more 

restrictive. I have reached out to our legislators for some assistance 

with flexibility. There seems to be a possibility of some help, but it is 

still in the form of a Senate bill sent to the House for consideration.   

 

Here are some steps we are taking:  

 

 We are adding additional custodial time to help sanitize our 

schools on a regular basis.  

 We encourage students and staff to wear masks for their own 

protection as they deem appropriate. Masks are only required 

while on a school bus. 

 We will continue to monitor our attendance for staff and 

students on a daily basis. If there is a significant negative trend 

in attendance, we may have to consider a different course of 

action. 

 We will continue to notify parents if their child is a close 

contact to a positive COVID-19 person. As a reminder, it is a 

parent's decision whether to quarantine their child if the child 

doesn’t exhibit symptoms. If symptoms exist, quarantine is 

required.  

 Starting this week, our teachers will be putting student 

assignments on Seesaw (Y5-5) and Schoology (6-12) to allow 

students who are quarantined or isolated access to their missed 

homework. NOTE: the requirement is for assignments only to 

be posted. There is no requirement to post virtual or video 

lessons.   

 



 

As we continue to navigate through this pandemic, we ask for your help with a few things: 

 

 If your child is sick, regardless of the illness, please keep them home. 

 Remind your child that masks are required while on a school bus.  

 Encourage your child to keep up on their assignments to the best of their ability. 

 Notify your child’s school if they test positive for COVID-19. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and flexibility. There are some glimmers of hope on the 

horizon. Unfortunately, there is an old adage that applies to this situation. It is always the 

darkest before the dawn. Let’s hope and pray dawn is arriving soon. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Smajda 

Superintendent 
 


